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ITALY

Ambassador Martin reports from Rome (Tab B) that the Foreign
Ministry explained to him December 29 that the Andreotti government's
weak parliamentary position compelled it to take some official notice of
the bombing. It had reluctantly concluded that otherwise there would be a
parliamentary motion and debate on Vietnam which might even bring down
the government if the Christian Democrat left should defect. The government
hoped that we would understand the necessity for this forestalling action,

The Prime Minister's office today subsequently issued a statement

saying:

“The Council of Ministers -~ interpreting the common feeling of the
Italian people -- has instructed the Foreign Minister to renew his
ingistence for the bombing to be stopped and peace negotiations to be
resumed, !’

Ambassador Martin is hopeful that this will help the government succeed
in averting a parliamentary vote.
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SURUJFCT: TTALIAN REPRESENTATION ON RESUMPTINN NF NEGOTIATIONS
AND CESSATINM OF ROMBING

REFt A) ROME 784ms B) RAME 7899

le BAJAs SECGEN FNRETGN MINISTRY, ASKED AMRASSADOR TO CALL' ON

HIM THIS MORNINGs GAJA TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT ECT!

"MNST RELUCTANTLY™ PEACHED THAT THE PQAgfLr ?Mﬁggiii?gAfﬁﬁcgsgﬁ

PARLTAMENTARY SUPRPQORT FOR THE ANDREOTTT GNVERNMENT SIMPLY' FORCE®D

THE ITALIAN GOYERNMENT TO TAKE SOME OFFICIAL NOTICE OF THEVREQEWED

ROMAINGe OTHERWISEs THERE WOULD BF A MOTION FILED IN ®ARLTAMENT

WHTCM wnULo_cAuSE A DIVISIVE DEBATES. WITH THE MARROWNESS OF THE

:::L;::ENTARY MAJORITY, IT COULD RESULT IN AN ADVERSE VOTE WITH
"FECTIUN NF ELEMEMTS OF THE nC LEFT,

COMLD NOT ONLY MAKE THE STTUATION MyCH JORZ;FSETi;ExﬁgspgSE;UDED‘

VIFTNAMs BUT CNULD QUITE POSSIALY BRING pOWN THE ANDRFOTTI

BOVFRENMENTS FOR TWESFE REASONS, GAJA Hoeon WE WﬁaLh UNBERSTAND

THAT THE ACTION TAKEN BY THE COUNCIL OF MINISTTRS TulS MORNING

WAS CAREFULLY DESTGMFD TO FORESTALL A SITUATION WWIrH WOULD BE

WORSE FR BUTH OF OUR COUNTRIESs [T WAS MORED THAT THE ACTION

NF THE COUNCIL WOULD PUT THE QUESTION AN ICF AR THE TIME BEING

2¢ AMBASSADUR TOLD GAJA THAT WHILE' WE NDERSTANN THE RATIONALFE
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HOPEN THE STATEMENT WOULD RE EVEN=HANDED WITH SOME
ggfﬁéZiTI;M THATTMDQTH VIETNAM COULD HAVE A CEASE-FIRE IMMEDIATELY
IF THEY WAULD SIMPLY AGREE TO THE FalR AND JUST PROPOSALS' MADE BY
THE AMERICAN SIDE. BAJA SAID EVERY EFFORT WNULD BF MADE TO SEE
THAT THF STATEMENT WAS S0 DRAFTED. YE ALSO SATID DRTONA HAD BEEN
INSTRUCTED TU APPROAMH DEPARTMENT BUT DOUATED WE WOULD BE" IN
POSTTION TO SO CLEARLY ENUNCIATE THE RATIOMALE HE HAD 'JUST GIVEN.

3¢ CAOUNCIL LATER THIg MORNING RELEASED FOLLOWING STATEMENTS®

: : " FOREIGN

WTHE COUNCTL OF MINISTERS HAS MEARD A REPORT FROM THE -
MINTSTER ON THE VIETNAM SITUATIAN AND HAS' APPROVED THA ACTION TAKEN
WITH THE USG INTENDED TO SOLICIT A RESUMPTION DOF THE -
NéZGTIATIDNSJ HOPING THAT EVERY NTHER ®ARTY INTERFSTED IN A JUST
PEACE WILL COLLABORATE IN CONCLUDING THE TALKS.

THE COUNCIL UF MINIQTER, THE SURE INTERPRETER 0OF THFE'

cOVMON SENTIMENTS OF THE ITALIAN SEAPLF; HAS CHARRED' THE
FOBETAN MINISTER TO RENEW HIS INSISTENCE FNR TWE CE=SATION OF
THE BOMRING AND THE RESUMPTION OF PEACE TALXS."

be COMMENT: REFTEL A GIVES MORE DETAILFD EXPLAMATION' OF
PARLIAMENTARY MANTUVERING WHICH LED TO COUNMTIL DECISIONW WE

AEL TEVE WE WILL HAVE THE SUPPORT 2F MORGO: AND OTHERS IN DAMPENTNG
nOWN ANY FURTHER CRITICISM AND THAT THERE 15 A GOOD

POSRIRILITY UF PREVENTING A YOTE IN PAR|TAMENT,

GD2. MARTIN
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